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SERMON SERIES: FIGHT
WINNING BATTLES THAT MATTER MOST

Week 1-Fighting for the Vision

Week 2-Defense: Understanding Our Enemy

Week 3-Offense: Knowing our Strategy

Week 4-Spiritual Armor (part 1)

Week 5-Spiritual Armor (part 2)

Week 6-Prayer: Our Greatest Weapon
 

 

Wednesday January 27, 2016
The Bull Moose

Ephesians 6:11 “Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes.”  

I love this illustration from Craig Larson who read an article about the 
Alaskan Bull Moose.  The males of the species battle for dominance 
during the fall breeding season literally going head to head with antlers 
crushing together as they collide.  Often the antlers, their only weapons, 
are broken.  This insures defeat.  The heftiest moose with the largest 
and strongest antlers triumphs. Therefore, the battle fought in the fall 
is really won during the summer when the moose eat continually, and 
the one who consumes the best diet for growing antlers and gaining 
weight will be the heavy weight in the fight.  Those who eat inadequately 
sport weaker antlers and less bulk.  Surely there is a lesson there for 
us.  Spiritual battles are happening all the time around us.  Satan will 
choose a season to attack.  The difference between living victoriously or 
being defeated depends on what we do today before the battle begins. 
The Bull Moose principle is enduring faith, strength, and wisdom for the 
trials of life are best developed before they are needed.  In other words, 
you have to put the armor of God on before the battle begins. Once the 
battle starts, you don’t get to call a time-out and say wait a minute.  Once 
the battle begins and the bullets are whizzing buy your head and Satan 
is attacking you, you don’t get to call a time-out and say you need to put 
your armor on. It is too late then.  Put your armor on before the battle 
begins.  Dress in the armor of God every day.                    .
      - Dr. Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor  

Thursday January 28, 2016

The Good News of The Gospel

Romans 8:38-39  “And I am convinced that nothing can ever 
separate us from God’s love. Death can’t, and life can’t. The angels 
can’t, and the demons can’t. Our fears for today, our worries about 
tomorrow, and even the powers of hell can’t keep God’s love away. 

Whether we are high above the sky or in the deepest ocean, nothing 
in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God 

that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
The whole story of scripture is the story of how God can’t be kept out. 
When we sin and mess up our lives, we find that God doesn’t go off and 
leave us.  Instead, He enters into our trouble and saves us. The good 
news of the gospel is that God is for us. God is present. God is with us…
despite our past mistakes...
despite our sins...
despite our selfishness and pride.
God continues to love us regardless of who we are and what we’ve done. 
God continues to show up regardless of how often we ignore Him. From 
Advent to Easter, the story of Jesus should teach us that God’s love 
cannot be defeated.  His love is greater than sin, greater than hate, and 
yes, greater than death. This is the good news of the Gospel!
                          - Rev. Brandon Dasinger/Teaching/Missions Pastor

Friday January 29, 2016

saTurday January 30, 2016

sealed aNd secured

Ephesians 1:13 “You were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance.”  

Revelation 6 reveals the early days of judgment on the earth where God 
sends limited plagues and disasters.  God limits the destruction because 
God desires for more people to come to belief in His Son. Our merciful 
God wants more people to be saved.  But, many still refuse.  In Revelation 
6:17 we see unbelieving people of the earth crying out for mountains to 
fall on them.  They would rather die than accept the gift of salvation 
through Christ. They would rather die than give God authority over their 
lives. These defiant people cry out, “Who can stand in the day of God’s 
wrath?”  Revelation chapter 7 tells us who can stand.  All those who 
have the ‘sealing’ of the Holy Spirit, will stand. God marks his children 
as HIS.  At the moment of your salvation, God takes responsibility for 
you, His child, and places in you the Holy Spirit.  This sealing by God 
says, “You belong to God and no matter what happens on this earth, you 
will not only never perish, but will inherit an eternal residence in heaven.”  
So hang on, endure, hold onto God trusting Him and His Word.  God 
never promises ‘easy street’ on this earth.  He promises His strength, His 
presence, and His peace as we live out this earthly life until we come 
into our heavenly home.                                        - Virginia Thompson      

assuraNce iN salvaTioN

Romans 8:39 “Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

The first truth Christians must firmly establish in their minds and hearts is 
over the question of salvation.  Christians can never successfully live the 
abundant life God has for them as long as they are insecure about their 
standing with God.  Satan will try to convince you that God doesn’t really 
love you and that you aren’t really saved, or that God is so disappointed 
in you that He plays give-and-take with your salvation.  You may wonder, 

“Am I really saved? I don’t always ‘feel’ like I am saved.  I still sin. Does 
that mean I am not saved?”  Too many Christians think if they ‘feel’ God 
close then they are saved, yet when they don’t ‘feel’ God near, they 
doubt their salvation.  Our emotions are always fluctuating and are not a 
reliable gauge of our salvation.  Assurance of salvation is based solely 
on God and His work. If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior 
and Lord, then you are saved.  In John 10:28, Jesus says, “I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of 
my hand.”  Our salvation isn’t determined by our feelings or even our hold 
on God but on God’s hold on us.                            - Virginia Thompson



SERMON NOTES 

Spiritual Armor (part 1)

How to Fight in Spiritual Warfare

• Be Aware of the Battle.

• There is a spiritual war and we have a spiritual 
enemy.

• Realize the war has already been won and rely on 
God’s strength.

“A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 
Put on all of  God’s armor so that you will be able to stand 
firm against all strategies of  the devil. For we are not fight-
ing against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers 
and authorities of  the unseen world, against mighty powers 
in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly 
places.”  Ephesians 6:10-12 NLT

• Be Equipped with God’s Armor.

• Belt of  Truth—through Christ we know the truth 
and live the truth.

• Breastplate of  Righteousness—through Christ we 
are made right with God and are empowered for 
right living.

• The Shoes of  the Gospel of  Peace—through Christ 
we are reconciled to God and reconciled to one 
another.

• Shield of  Faith

• Helmet of  Salvation

• Sword of  the Spirit

“Therefore, put on every piece of  God’s armor so you will 
be able to resist the enemy in the time of  evil. Then after 
the battle you will still be standing firm. Stand your ground, 
putting on the belt of  truth and the body armor of  God’s 
righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace that comes from 
the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. In addi-
tion to all of  these, hold up the shield of  faith to stop the 
fiery arrows of  the devil. Put on salvation as your helmet, 
and take the sword of  the Spirit, which is the word of  God.”       
Ephesians 6:13-17 NLT

• Be Equipped with God’s Armor.

• Pray at all times.

• Pray for the spread of  the gospel.

“Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay 
alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers 
everywhere. And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the 
right words so I can boldly explain God’s mysterious plan 
that the Good News is for Jews and Gentiles alike. I am in 
chains now, still preaching this message as God’s ambassa-
dor. So pray that I will keep on speaking boldly for him, as I 
should.” Ephesians 6:18-19 NLT

— Rev. Brandon Dasinger
Teaching Pastor and Director of Missions

bdasinger@frazerumc.org 

Go Deeper:
• Which piece of  armor do you need the most right now? 

Why?

• Read Ephesians 2:11-18. How has Christ brought us 
peace? …with God? …with one another? 

• Read Ephesians 4:17-32. How should our understand-
ing of  who we are in Christ (identity) impact the way we 
live for Christ (behavior)?

• What are some of  the main truths that God wants you 
to know from this message? What actions does God 
want you to take according to the truths of  this study?

SERMON NOTES CONTINUED 

 

Watch today’s sermon on WFRZ-TV, online at frazerumc.org/media 
or download the podcast at frazerumc.org/podcast.   You may also 

order a CD of today’s service at the Connection Point desk.

Tuesday January 26, 2016

Monday January 25, 2016

hope for The fuTure

Deuteronomy 30:19-20 “Today I have given you the choice between 
life and death, between blessings and curses. I call on heaven and 

earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, 
that you and your children might live! Choose to love the Lord your God 

and to obey him and commit yourself to him, for he is your life.”  
As Christians, we always see the future through the lens of hope. We are 
always excited and passionate about the future and what it holds. Our 
excitement is not due to our being na…ve about humanity. The future is 
not promising because people are innately getting better…we’re not. The 
future is promising because through Christ “the light is already shining 
and the darkness will soon disappear.” The future is promising because 
God is “making all things new.” Our task is to have a relationship with 
the one who controls every future.  In Deuteronomy, God’s people were 
given a promise and a warning. If they would center their lives around 
God and His mission, the future would be good.  However, if they chose 
to live apart from Him and His purposes, their future would become bleak. 
The same is true for us; no one can hinder God’s future for us except 
ourselves.             - Rev. Brandon Dasinger/Teaching/Missions Pastor

whaT is Your achilles heel?
James 4:7  “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will 

flee from you.”
I read a devotional this week, the source of which I do not know.  But it 
reminded me of something important.  It said, “Even mature Christians 
have weaknesses in their spiritual armor that make them vulnerable to a 
wounded attack by the enemy of their souls.  Our pride can provide the very 
opening needed for the sharp thrust of the devil’s dart. So can the love of 
money, a quick temper, a critical tongue, or chronic impatience.  Temptation 
is simply enticement to think or say something that is contrary to God’s will.  
Temptation could come from a weak impulse or from a powerful desire.    
Temptation is anything that pulls us in a direction that God would not approve 
of or that God would not desire for our lives.  That is precisely where Satan 
strikes. He is the master of deceit, and he strikes us with temptation telling us 
that it will be okay, that God won’t mind, and that we will be fine.  Remember 
the ancient Greeks had a story of a warrior named Achilles.  His mother had 
been warned that he would die of a wound so she dipped him as an infant 
in the river Styx. That was supposed to make him invincible, but she held 
him by one heel, which the protective waters didn’t cover.  It was through 
that that he received his fatal wound.  An important question for each of us 
to ask and to know the answer to is, “What is your Achilles heel?”  What is 
your greatest weakness?  Where can you be wounded spiritually? Where 
are you the most vulnerable to Satan’s fiery darts? If you know where you 
are the most vulnerable, then you know that is where you need to put up your 
greatest defense, and your greatest defense is the Lord and His armor.  Put 
on the armor of God every single day.  And when the devil comes close and 
attacks you at your Achilles heel, because you have on the armor of God, 
the devil will flee.                                        - Dr. Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor  


