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The Ultimate Reward “Card”
Hebrews 11:6  “6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him,  

for he who comes to God must believe that He is,  
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

It seems like these days everyone is offering a rewards program.  Every 
company seems to have some kind of card that you can get where you 
can earn rewards.  Credit card companies tell you they will reward you 
for going into debt to them.  Retailers promise to reward you when you 
spend money with them by giving you coupons so you will come and 
spend more money with them.  Hotels will give you a free night after 
you have spent so many nights with them.  But is it really free?  Even 
the Bible says that, “He who comes to God must believe that He is, and 
that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  The difference 
is that with God you don’t have to pay to get the rewards, and they last 
forever.  The rewards are free.  We don’t earn points with God for trying to 
be good enough.  Instead, He gives us the free gift of salvation through 
Jesus Chris.  The true reward system, a past that is forgiven, abundant 
life here and now, and forever life with God, doesn’t come from a card.  
You can’t buy it.  You can’t earn it.  It is free.  It comes through faith in 
Jesus Christ.

- Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor

When Self-Help Doesn’t Help
Psalm 108:12-13 “12 Oh, please help us against our enemies,  

for all human help is useless.13 With God’s help we will do  
mighty things, for he will trample down our foes.”

Every time I go to Books-a-Million, I stop at the section marked “Self-
Help.”  I’m always amazed that there are literally hundreds of self-help 
books on every topic imaginable telling you how to manage finances, get 
in shape, build a better you, have a happy marriage, raise your children, 
overcome addiction, break free from depression, and the list goes on 
and on and on.  Self-help is fine until you realize that sometimes no 
matter how hard you try you cannot seem to help yourself.  Some things 
you face are just bigger and stronger and more powerful than you are.  
What do you do then?  The Psalmist speaks of truth in verse 12 that 
sometimes human help is useless.  What do you do when the how-to’s of 
self-help are useless and don’t work?  The Psalmist gives you an answer 
in verse 12: “With God’s help, we will do mighty things.”  Oscar Eliason 
wrote these words: “Got any rivers you think are uncrossable?  Got any 
mountains you can’t tunnel through? God specializes in things thought 
impossible.  He does the things that others cannot do.”  When self-help 
isn’t enough, why not seek God’s help?

- Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor

Cultivating A Listening Habit
I Samuel 3: 10-11   “10 And the LORD came and called as before, 

“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel replied,  
“Speak, your servant is listening.” 11 Then the LORD said  
to Samuel, “I am about to do a shocking thing in Israel.”

God is always trying to speak to you and me.  The question is, are 
we listening?  To discern God’s voice, we have to cultivate the habit of 
listening to God.  Listening to God isn’t easy.  The truth is Satan doesn’t 
want you to listen to God.  He is going to do everything he can to keep 
you from hearing God.  His primary tools are busyness, hurrying, and 
noise.  He wants to keep you distracted.  He wants you to be listening to 
the TV, to have ears filled with the music of culture blaring from your Ipod, 
to always have your radio on, to never turn your cellphone off because 
he wants the culture to influence you more than God.  He knows the 
voice of culture will mess you up.  He knows that the voice of God will lift 
you up.  Satan is going to do whatever he can do to keep you distracted 
from God.  There is a great verse in the Bible that simply says, “Be still 
and know that I am God.”  To hear the voice of God you have to cultivate 
stillness and silence into your life.  I love the concept of just having a 
daily quiet time with God.  I wonder what would happen today if you just 
turned off your cell phone, your computer, your Ipod, and your TV, for just 
ten minutes and said, “Speak Lord, your servant is listening.”  The more 
you cultivate the habit of listening, the more you will be able to hear the 
voice of God.

- Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor

The Tireless Strength Of God
Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ  

who gives me the strength.”

One of the greatest affirmations of faith that I know is the affirmation 
the Apostle Paul made when he said, “I can do all things through Christ 
who gives me the strength.”  There is a companion verse in the Old 
Testament in Psalm 68:28, when read from the Old English version 
of the Bible, that says, “The Lord has sent strength for thee.”  Do you 
need some good news for today?  Remember you cannot exhaust the 
strength of God.  The Lord is your strength to go on when the road 
gets dark and the burdens get heavy.  The Lord is your strength to go 
up.  You can climb any mountain in your path.  His strength will take you 
to the mountaintop.  The Lord is your strength to go down.  When you 
go down into the valleys of life, when you get low and depressed the 
Lord will give you the strength to endure and persevere.  The Lord is 
your strength to sit still, to do nothing. To wait patiently on God requires 
tremendous strength.  Wherever you are today, whatever you are facing, 
whatever problems are going on around you, dive deep into your soul 
this affirmation- the Lord is my strength and the strength of God cannot 
be exhausted.

- Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor



SERMON NOTES	

  The Day Death Died  
Matthew 28:1-10 “1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day 
of  the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look 
at the tomb. 2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of  
the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like light-
ning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so 
afraid of  him that they shook and became like dead men. 5 The 
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he 
has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the 
dead and is going ahead of  you into Galilee. There you will see 
him.’ Now I have told you.” 8 So the women hurried away from 
the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to 
him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 
there they will see me.””  (NIV)

— Dr. Tim Thompson

Prelude: “The Holy City” (arr. Smith) ................................................................................  
            ........................................Fran Wilkinson, piano; Kelley Garrett, organ
Call to Worship: “Sing It Over Me”...................... Exaltation; Alan Peavy, solo
Apostles Creed ..........................................................................................Congregation
Hymn #302: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” ........................Congregation
Special Music: “Forever”.........................................................................................  Choir
Prayer, Announcements & Call for Offering ............................  Rusty Taylor
Offeratory “It Is Well”.........................................Choir; Amanda Morrison, solo
Doxology......................................................................................................... Congregation
Sermon ................................................................................................  Dr. Tim Thompson
Hymn #364: “Because He Lives” ...................................................Congregation
Benediction .......................................................................................  Dr. Tim Thompson
Postlude:  “Thine is the Glory” (arr. Paxton)..................................................Kelley Garrett

SERMON NOTES CONTINUED	

   	

ORDER OF WORSHIP	

Watch today’s sermon on WFRZ-TV or online at frazer.church/media.   
You may also order a CD of today’s service at 

the Connection Point desk.

Tuesday	 March 29, 2016

Monday	 March 28, 2016
I Heard the Moon

Psalm 8:3-4 “When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that 

you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?”

The other morning I was heading out to pray with a family having an 
early surgery. As I headed down the road from my home to the hospital, 
feeling a bit groggy, I turned a corner in the road and saw an amazing 
sight. There, just above the horizon, was the moon. It was almost full, and 
it looked as big as the rising sun.  It was yellow and orange and it was 
beautiful. Just above the moon was a bright pinpoint of light that I am 
sure was a planet. Suddenly I was reminded that this moon signaled to us 
the time of Easter. Easter is the first Sunday following the first full moon 
following the spring equinox. This is the same moon that was shining 
on that first Easter morning as the women made their way to the tomb! 
This is the same moon that God created and flung into space when He 
created the heavens and the earth!  This is one of the planets and stars 
He created! (Genesis 1:14-19) This is the same moon that speaks 
to us of the wonder and awesomeness of the God who loves us and 
saves us! Paul wrote, “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 
qualities – His eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been made, so that men are without 
excuse.” (Romans 1:20) Have you listened to the moon lately?

- Neil Epler, Congregational Care Pastor

It’s Testimony Time
Psalm 107:2 “Has the Lord redeemed you?   

Then speak out.  Tell others.”

In one of the small country churches I served years ago, in the middle of 
the worship service, they had what they called “Testimony Time.”  Anyone 
who wanted to was invited to just stand up and to testify about what God 
had been doing in his life.  One lady always had a testimony.  She was 
being delivered from something every week.   But it was always moving to 
hear others willing to stand up and tell how God had helped them or healed 
them or delivered them or strengthened them or guided them.  I was always 
inspired by the witness of others.  Psalm 107 is a series of four testimonies 
in verses 4-9 and 10-16 and 17-21 and 23-32.  But what I love most about 
the psalm is verse 2, “Has the Lord redeemed you?  Then speak out.  Tell 
others.”  Everybody has a testimony.  Have you shared it with someone else?  
Do your children and grandchildren know your faith story?  Have you shared 
a blessing of God in your life with someone?  Who knows what God may do 
in the life of another person by your telling of what God has done for you.  Let 
the redeemed of the Lord say so; it’s testimony time.

- -Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor


