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The Big PicTure 
1 Corinthians 13:12  “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then 
face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also 

am known.”  
While spending time at a Birmingham hospital I would often stand and 
look out a large glass window overlooking a circular parking lot.  I was 
high enough to see the entire area and could tell where the vacant 
parking spaces were.   Time and again I would watch cars drive through 
the circle in search for a space only to drive away again to park in another 
area.  I wanted to tell them they were wasting their time but of course, 
they had to find out for themselves.  Their view was limited to just a few 
feet in front of them. Similarly, God sees us and our lives in their entirety 
but we can see only the small portion in front of us much like the people 
searching for a parking space.  If they only knew what I knew - if we only 
knew what God knows.  But we do not, by design, as the apostle Paul 
wrote, “We can only see dimly now and we must trust that God sees the 
big picture and in His love and compassion is working things out for our 
good.” (Romans 8:28) The people looking for a parking space probably 
never saw the big picture, but we can be encouraged that someday 
we will see clearly and understand what God’s big picture for our lives 
looks like.  When what you see right in front of you is discouraging, 
take heart; God sees it all and He has a plan unfolding for your life.        
             - Jan Niel, Director of Prayer Ministry

Thursday december 10, 2015

APTronyms

Isaiah 9:6 
I learned a new word last year called aptronym.  It is a name that matches 
the occupation of the character of its owners. In other words, an aptronym 
occurs when what a person is named also describes what they do. Here 
are some real aptronyms. Dan Druff – barber; Prince Fielder – baseball 
player; Sally Ride – astronaut; Robert Coffin – undertaker; Russell Brain 

– neurologist; Sue Yoo – lawyer; James Bug – exterminator. In Isaiah 9, 
the prophet prophesized the birth of Jesus. He gives four names to the 
Messiah that are, in a way, aptronyms because the names describe the 
character and mission of the Messiah. He is the wonderful counselor. 
Jesus has all knowledge and all wisdom and all insights. Some people 
give you advice and opinions. Jesus gives you the truth. He will never 
steer you wrong. He is also a Mighty God. As a Wonderful Counsellor, 
Jesus will tell you what is right, and as a Mighty God, he will empower you 
to do what is right. He is Everlasting Father. That phrase literally means 
one who cares for his children forever. As an Everlasting Father, he will 
always be there for you and will never leave you. He will always love you 
and provide for you and always take care of you. You are safe in his 
hands forever. Jesus is the Prince of Peace. Where he resides, there is 
peace. Some folks bring chaos to your life. Jesus brings peace; peace 
with God and the peace of God. Ponder the wonderful names of Jesus 
as you journey to Christmas day.       - Dr. Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor

Friday december 11, 2015

saTurday december 12, 2015

The sin Virus

Luke 2:11 “11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

The name Jesus literally means Jehovah saves. In Jesus’ job description, 
the angel listed only one task, to save people from their sins. Some people 
don’t believe they are sinners. Some people believe they are just morally 
challenged, or dysfunctional or things can be fixed psychologically and 
that given the proper education, circumstances and care that somehow 
moral virtue will replace bad behavior. For people who do not believe in 
a final judgment or accountability or heaven or hell, there is no need of a 
savior. Jesus is a fine moral example; a great teacher. But, that’s not what 
Christmas is all about. Jesus came to save people from their sins. Think 
about it this way. When winter hits, people get sick and viruses knock 
them down. Every now and then, a virus will infect a computer and mess 
it up from the inside.  So we try to protect our bodies and computers 
from viruses. But, there is a worse virus. It’s a virus that affects 100% 
of people. The symptoms of the virus are everywhere – divorce, child 
abuse, lying, stealing, injustice, prejudice, cheating, racism, family feuds, 
unforgiveness, money worship, and the killing of babies. You can throw 
laws, education and money trying to fix that virus but it will never work, 
because here’s the deal; it is a sin virus, a heart issue. Unless the sin 
virus is healed, it will continue to destroy lives in this world. There is good 
news. A cure has been found for sin. God sent the cure in a baby named 
Jesus.  If you recognize your sins and confess your sins and repent of 
your sins and turn to Jesus, he will save you from your sins and save 
you for life now and forever.              - Dr. Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor

PeoPle of loVe 
John 13:35, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 

you love one another.”  
I read the following quote in a book entitled “Love Does” by Bob Goff, “I 
learned that fully loving and fully living are not only synonymous but the 
kind of life that Jesus invited us to be a part of.” We live in a world where 
the word “love” is thrown around in many different contexts and places.  
Throughout the study of the life of Jesus, one can clearly see that love 
is an action.  A genuine life of love for God and love for others has the 
greatest opportunity to impact the world where we live. A commentator 
said, “Love must become the dominant quality of life, the root of your 
existence, the foundation on which all else rests.”  A couple questions to 
think about today are, “Is my life characterized by love for God and love 
for others? When people see me, do they see a person of love?” The 
obvious truth is that genuine love that leads to an action is hard.  Some 
people are Auburn fans and others Alabama fans, some people get on 
your nerves, and other people are just not fun to be around.  A great truth 
to remember from God’s Word is that God will work out the action of love 
through us as we surrender to Him.  May we be people of love as we go 
throughout our day today!                         - Chase Faulk, Youth Minister



SERMON NOTES 

THE INTRODUCTION
Matthew 3:1-12 (NIV)  1 In those days John the Baptist came, 
preaching in the wilderness of  Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of  heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was 
spoken of  through the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of  one calling in the wilderness,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.’”

4 John’s clothes were made of  camel’s hair, and he had a leather 
belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.  
5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the 
whole region of  the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan River...

... 7 But when he saw many of  the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood 
of  vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you 
can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you 
that out of  these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 
10 The ax is already at the root of  the trees, and every tree that 
does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 
fire.

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes 
one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy 
to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff  
with unquenchable fire.”

— Dr. Tim Thompson

Prelude:  “Angels We Have Heard on High” (Mulfinger) &  ................................ 
        “In Dulci Jubilo” (Overton)  ... Robert Scott & Robin Lambert, flutes;   
                                                  .........................................& Kelley Garrett, piano
Call to Worship: “Joy to the World” (8 a.m.) .......................................................  Choir
                     “Glory to God” (9:30 & 11 a.m.) .................... Children’s Choirs
Apostles Creed  ..........................................................................................Congregation
Hymn #238: “Angels We Have Heard On High” ................  Congregation
Prayer .................................................................................................................  Dr. Neil Epler
Light of Advent Candle
Special Music: “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” ........................................  Choir
Announcements & Call for Offering .............................................  Dr. Neil Epler
Offertory: “Silent Night”  ......................................................  Robby Gibson, guitar
Doxology ........................................................................................................ Congregation
Sermon  ...............................................................................................  Dr. Tim Thompson
Communion Music: “O Holy Boy” & “El Noi de la Mare (The Child of    
                the Mother)” ................  Robert Scott, flute; Kelley Garrett, piano
Hymn #229: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” ...................................  Congregation
Benediction  ......................................................................................  Dr. Tim Thompson 
Prelude: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” (Nicolai)  ........... Kelley Garrett

SERMON NOTES CONTINUED 

    

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Watch today’s sermon on WFRZ-TV, online at frazerumc.org/media 
or download the podcast at frazerumc.org/podcast.   You may also 

order a CD of today’s service at the Connection Point desk.

Flowers are given in memory of Judy Helms by David, Sheila, Matthew 
and Jonathan Helms.  Flowers are also placed in loving memory of 
Melinda Harris by her family.

FLOWER DEDICATION 

Tuesday december 8, 2015

monday december 7, 2015

True Blessings-lessons from cuBA

Acts 20:35  “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  

A couple of weeks ago I went to Cuba on a mission trip. We have a great 
partnership with a Methodist Church in Guanabacoa.  We visited and 
played with some of the kids at the Mission Churches. We held training 
seminars for lay people and several of us had the opportunity to preach.  
We also saw the progress on the sanctuary our church is helping to 
build. The trip was amazing, and my mind is still trying to process all that 
I learned.  It was great meeting with the Cuban pastors and seeing their 
desire to spread the gospel. Most people do not have transportation so 
most of the people walk miles to get to their churches. Their example 
has challenged me and my own desire to learn.  This trip also clarified 
my own calling in life to...  Seek God’s Presence; Preach the Gospel; 
Serve the least of these; Be a voice for the voiceless.
Obviously my life includes numerous other elements.  Having a calling 
does not mean I stop changing diapers and washing dishes (although 
it would be great if it did).  But I’m beginning to realize that God is 
pulling my heart into different places. He is giving me opportunities to 
serve in ways that stretch me. This can be hard at times, but I pray for 
more. I see a reoccurring theme in my own life: my greatest joys come 
through service and sacrifice.  Whenever I live for something bigger 
than myself, I gain a greater intimacy with Christ.  Mission trips always 
remind me that our true blessing is always found in blessing others. 
   - Rev. Brandon Dasinger/Teaching/Missions Pastor 

PeoPle of PrAyer

Acts 4:31, “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was 
shaken.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word 

of God boldly.” 

As children growing up, we do not have to learn to beg and plead with our 
parents for certain things. If I wanted that new baseball glove, I told my mom 
and dad that desire as many ways as possible. All over the Bible we see 
God’s people praying and pleading to him for many different things. In Acts 
4, we see the believer’s prayer after Peter and John have gone before the 
Sanhedrin for preaching the Gospel. This prayer brings a few characteristics 
that all should seek to be obedient in when praying: 1) Pray Honestly, 2) Pray 
Boldly, and 3) Pray in All Things.  The early church sought the Lord in all 
things through a bold and honest prayer. The neat thing to see through this 
scripture is the results of their prayer. The Bible tells us that the place shook 
and God used them greatly! May you and I today seek the Lord in such a 
way through prayer that our world is shaken and changed! 
     -  Chase Faulk, Youth Minister


