WEDNESDAY DeEceMBER 23, 2015

THE TREE STAND
Matthew 7:24

At our house the most challenging part of putting up a Christmas tree
is getting it to stand straight. We pick out the best, the fattest, the
fullest tree and that takes a least three Christmas tree lots. The base
of the tree is straightened even before we put it in the truck to come
home. But once it is home, that is when the hard part starts. While
one person holds the tree, the other person is putting on the stand.
This year we had to cut some of the lowest branches off so the tree
trunk would go all the way to the bottom of the stand. Virginia is always
teling me how the tree won't look right if we cut off these branches.
But if we want the tree to stand, these branches have to go. The trunk
of the tree must be firmly against the bottom of the stand or it will fall.
Every year | think we need a wider stand and a stronger and heavier
base to hold up the large branches of the tree. It doesn't seem logical
that 6 screws on a piece of plastic will be enough support to hold up
an 8 foot tree. But somehow it does. If the base of the trunk is settled
firmly down into the stand and if we do all we can to hold the tree
straight and the screws are tight, the tree stands. Our life is like this
tree iIn many ways. If we are not standing on the Word of God, if our
life is not firmly planted on the life of Christ, we can't stand. Our lives
must be secure on God’s Word and the life of Christ for us to have a
secure and firm foundation. - Dr. Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor

DecemBER 24, 2015

FALLEN CHRISTMAS TREES
Matthew 11:28

Dorothy called last week. Her phone call was preceded by a text
message with a photo of her living room in total disarray with diapers
and clothes and empty baby bottles, and off to the right of the photo
you could see two screaming babies. In the center of the picture was
the Christmas tree. All the lights on the tree, but instead of being in the
vertical position, it is on the floor. The photo came only seconds before
pitiful-sounding Dorothy called sobbing, “My babies are crying, | am crying,
and my tree fell down.” | don't know if any of you remember, maybe you
are experiencing this right now or will soon, but daily living is sometimes
too much. We pile one more thing on top of daily living, and then one
more thing. And soon our tree falls over, and we do, too. Work demands
so much- children, marriage, bills, and we get tired and stressed out.
There is never any time left over for you to take care of your needs. And
in December we add to the daily stresses of everyday life the expense
and time to takes to get ready for Christmas. Before we know it our
tree falls over, and we find ourselves sobbing. We talk about trials and
tribulations and how Christ overcame disease and sin and death, but
we dont’ talk much about how to get through the daily, everyday, over
and over of everyday living. Jesus’ solution to the person fighting cancer
is the same solution He gives to the one struggling through daily living,
“Come unto me all ye who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest.” - Dr. Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor

THURSDAY

FriDAY DeceMBER 25, 2015
THE MissiNnGg PAGe
Luke 2

Last Sunday when | stood up to preach on the Christmas story in Luke,
| discovered that in the Bible | usually use the page that tells the story
of the birth of Jesus was missing. | suppose that it had been read so
often it came loose and fell out. It got me to thinking how sad it would
be if we lost that page for good. Don' let the page about Jesus go
missing this Christmas. | hope that today you will take a moment and
you will read the Christmas story first to yourself and then out loud at
all of your Christmas celebrations with family and friends today. The
page that was missing from my Bible from Luke 2 says, “And there were
shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks
at night. And the angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of
the Lord shone around them and they were terrified. But the angel said,
‘Do not be afraid, | bring you good news that will cause great joy for all
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger’ Suddenly a great company of
the heavenly hosts appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on
whom His favor rests.” - Dr. Tim Thompson, Senior Pastor

DECEMBER 26, 2015
Everypay Joy

Philippians 4:4 “Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice.”

This Christmas season | have noticed how much emphasis we place
upon “Joy” So many of the songs we sing speak of the joy we have in
recognizing Jesus’ coming to us as a baby. “Joy to the World” is one
the most beloved hymns of the season. Others like “Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing,” “O Come, All Ye Faithful,” and “Angels We Have Heard on
High” also speak of the joy found in Jesus’ birth. Clearly knowing Jesus
should bring us joy, not just during the Christmas season but throughout
the year. So as the season winds down we must remember to remain in
a spirit of joy. David wrote in Psalm 16:11, “You will fill me with joy in your
presence,” so each day remember that having the privilege of coming
into God’s presence should produce joy in your heart. What might that
joy look like? It reminds me of a time when my granddaughter was
competing in a swim meet, and Charlie and | were late arriving but got
there just as she was about to swim. We hurried down to the end of her
swimming lane to greet her when she finished. When she was about two-
thirds done she looked up and saw me. In her excitement, she stopped
swimming and screamed, “Grammal” Needless to say, she did not win
the race, but everybody in the place knew that there was joy in her heart
when she saw me waiting at the finish. | was thrilled at her reaction
and believe God is greatly pleased when we come to Him with joy in our
hearts. Ask God to give you His joy today and everyday as you spend
time with Him. -Jan Niel, Prayer Ministry Director
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FLOWER DEDICATION

Flowers are placed in loving memory of Meredith McLellan, on her
birthday, who went to be with the Lord at age sixteen, by her parents,
Mac and Jane McLellan. Flowers are also given in honor of the 56th
wedding anniversary of Bobby and Lynelle Roy on Dec. 24.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

Prelude: “Angels We Have Heard on High” (Koury)
Kelley Garrett, organ

Welcome Dr. Tim Thompson
Call to Worship: “Joy to the World” (8 a.m.) Choir

“Listen to the Angels Sing” (9:30 & 11 a.m.) ... Speeders Choir
Hymn #234: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” e Congregation
Prayer Kim Hendrix

Lighting of Advent Candle
Special Music: “Nothing Compares to This”
Choir; Michelle Westbrook, solo

Announcements & Call for Offering Kim Hendrix
Offertory: “Silent Night” Exaltation
Doxology Congregation
Sermon Dr. Tim Thompson
Hymn #230: “O Little Town of Bethlehem" ... Congregation
Benediction Dr. Tim Thompson

Postlude: “Joy to the World” (Smith) Kelley Garrett

SERMON NOTES

The Story Still Speaks! Are You Listening?

Luke 2:1-20 “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree
that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. ? (This
was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor
of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee
to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged
to the house and line of David. ® He went there to register with
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting
a child..

SERMON NOTES CONTINUED

... © While they were there, the time came for the baby to be
born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was
no guest room available for them. & And there were shepherds
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. ® An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. ° But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. ! Today in the town
of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. 2 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped
in cloths and lying in a manger.” ** Suddenly a great company
of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying, '* “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” !> When the angels
had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has hap-
pened, which the Lord has told us about.” ' So they hurried
off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in
the manger. 7 When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, *® and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.
19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in
her heart. 2° The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as
they had been told.” (NIV)

— Dr. Tim Thompson

Watch today’s sermon on WFRZ-TV, online at frazerumc.org/media
or download the podcast at frazerumc.org/podcast. You may also
order a CD of today’s service at the Connection Point desk.

MoNDAY DecemBER 21, 2015

ADVENT AND THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

John 1:14 “So the Word became human and lived here on earth among
us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.”

This past year in our country has been difficult to say the least. The turmoil,
suffering, and racial division have been heart-wrenching. These moments
have been a fresh reminder why the advent of Christ was so necessary.
Our society teaches us to avoid suffering at all costs and to seek our own
happiness even if it requires being indifferent to the pain of others. This is
why Advent has been replaced by holiday parties and shopping. Don't get
me wrong; | like cheesy Christmas songs and exchanging gifts as much as
anyone. | am not a scrooge. However, sometimes the holidays can cause
us to forget the true essence of Advent. Advent reminds us that the gospel
is very different than our cultural values. Advent is the season when we
remember that Jesus put on flesh and dwelt among us. Christ’s being born
ina manger reveals a God who does not avoid our suffering and messiness
but enters into it. Jesus knew suffering from the moment He entered the
world. He was bom into poverty as a refugee fleeing from genocide. He
wept for us and with us. Eventually He was tortured and executed by the
very people He came to save. Advent is not simply a sweet story about
a baby bom in a manger. Christ came to a world filled with darkness. He
came as a light for the world. So during this season of Advent, let us seek
ways 1o be light in a dark world. Let us seek to be instruments of peace and
healing. Yes, the world is still dark. Suffering, pain, and injustice are still very
real. But the darkness will not win. Christ has come..and He will come again.

- Rev. Brandon Dasinger/ Teaching/ Missions Pastor

DeEcemBER 22, 2015

THE QUESTION OF ADVENT

Romans 8:38-39 “And | am convinced that nothing can ever separate
us from his love. Death can't, and life can’t. The angels can’t, and the
demons can’t. Our fears for today, our worries about tomorrow, and even
the powers of hell can't keep God's love away. Whether we are high above
the sky or in the deepest ocean, nothing in all creation will ever be able to
separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

The question which the season of Advent puts to us is simply this: Who
shall separate you from the love of Christ? What are you afraid of? Are
you afraid that your weakness could separate you from the love of Christ?
It can't. Are you afraid that your sin or past mistakes could separate you
from the love of Christ? They can't. A broken family, difficult relationships,
loneliness, and anxiety over the future? They can't. Low self-esteem and
rejection by others? They can't. Your insecurities and fears? They can't.
The season of Advent reminds us that Christ would leave His throne in
heaven before He would leave us in sin. Advent reminds us that He would
give up His rights and privileges before He would give up on humanity.
Advent reminds us that nothing can ever separate us from the love of
God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord. Everything else will pass away,
but the love of Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever Nothing
you do or do not do can change His love for you. He is Emmanuel.. God
with us. - Rev. Brandon Dasinger/ Teaching/Missions Pastor
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